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Please pray with me…

Introduction:
A little 5 year old girl was having a troubled-filled day, arguing back and 


forth with her mother. Finally, her mother in exasperation said, “Jenny, I 


want you to sit in the corner right now! And don’t you get up until I tell 


you to!” Little Jenny went over to the corner and sat down a few minutes, 


and as she thought about it, she yelled out to her mother, “Mom, I’m 


sitting down on the outside, but I am standing up on the inside! Is that 


okay?”  Everyone of us has a “I’m-standing-up-on-the-inside” nature. 


Everyone of us wants to buck authority and resist the rules. That is why 


many of us have trouble with the Ten Commandments. We view God as 


a Judge; as someone who takes the fun out of everything.  Many of us 


have memories of watching the epic movie, The Ten Commandments from 

1956 with Charlton Heston.  Today, I hope we might see the Ten 



Commandments in an entirely new way.
Please turn in your Bible to Exodus 19 and let’s recall where we are in this story.

Exodus 19:1–6 (NIV) 

At Mount Sinai 

19 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

Let’s take a moment to look back…
First, God reveals himself by His name as “I AM WHO I AM” (Yahweh or Jehovah) which means the self-proclaimed one.

God’s mighty power brought the new nation of Israel out of Egyptian slavery and into freedom.

In order for us to be delivered we must have the blood of the lamb over the door post of our soul.

Main Idea: The Big Idea of the whole Story is God’s declaration, “I want to come down and dwell with you.”  God continues to say in effect, “For me to live with you, three things must be worked out.”

Remember God’s ultimate passion is to restore relationship!

I.
God gives guidelines for how we treat God and each other. (Exodus 20:1-7)
Ten Commandments


A.
God wants a community of love that reflects the relationships of the 


Trinity.


B.
The Ten Commandments shape the community of love.



1.
Commandments 1-4 guide how we treat God.




Vertical relationship
Exodus 20:1–8 (NIV) 

The Ten Commandments 

20:1–17pp—Dt 5:6–21 
20 And God spoke all these words: 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 



2.
Commandments 5-10 guide how we treat other people.




Horizontal relationships
Exodus 20:12–19 (NIV) 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 


C.
Our sin nature resists God’s guidelines.



1.
While Moses was away getting the 10 Commandments Aaron built 


a golden calf and the people worshiped it.



2.
God will not be with rebellious people. Moses interceded so that 



God would not wipe out his rebellious people. 
II.
God desires a place to dwell among us. Exodus 25

The Tabernacle

A. God gave specific directions for the making of the Tabernacle.
Exodus 25:8–9 (NIV) 

8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 



1.
God would dwell in the “Most Holy Place” and no one could



see God’s face.



2.
Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place once a year 



on behalf of the people.


B.
The Tabernacle was portable tent. God would guide his people with a 


moving cloud during the day and by a column of fire at night.


III.
God requires that sin be atoned for (covered) by shedding of blood.

The Book of Leviticus


A.
The sin nature is the main thing that keeps us separated from God. Each 


one of us has a sin nature. Sin must be dealt with, covered, atoned for.


B.
The sacrificing of animals becomes institutionalized in the priestly 



sacrificial system so that sin could be constantly atoned for (covered).



C.
The new nation needed their sins covered so that God could dwell with 


them. The rebellion of the golden calf, the intercession of Moses, and



the gracious forgiveness of God made it possible for God to dwell with his 

people. 
Three Important Applications:

1.  Jesus is our great High Priest and his blood once and for all atones for (covers)

     our sin (Hebrews 10:1-18). 

Hebrews 10:1–18 (NIV) 

Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All 

10 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

but a body you prepared for me; 

6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you were not pleased. 

7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 

I have come to do your will, my God.’ ”  

8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 

16 “This is the covenant I will make with them 

after that time, says the Lord. 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 

and I will write them on their minds.”  

17 Then he adds: 

“Their sins and lawless acts 

I will remember no more.”  

18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 

With the blood of Jesus on the door post of our soul,

     

you are forgiven and given direct access into the Most Holy Place.

2.  We are the place where God dwells. We are the new tabernacle. 

1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (NIV) 

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. 

The church is not a building, the church is us and we are the place where God resides.

3.  The Great Commandment is the guideline Jesus gives to and models for us.

Matthew 22:38-40 and John 13:35.

Matthew 22:38–40 (NIV) 

38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

John 13:35 (NIV) 

35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

The guideline of sacrificial love

